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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1957 


m.  f;  McDonnell,  mb.,  b.cn,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1957 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957 
upon  the  public  health  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Northfleet. 

POPULATION  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  the  year  was  20,110, 
an  increase  of  260  over  the  preceding  year. 

BIRTHS  Births  during  the  year  numbered  342,  being  187  rnales  and  155 
females.  This  gives  a  birthrate  for  the  district  of  17.00  per  1,000 
population  -  an  increase  from  1956,  when  the  number  born  was  303  and 
the  rate  15.26, 

DEATHS  Deaths  in  Northfleet  during  the  year  numbered  198.  This 
gives  a  rate  per  thousand  population  of  9.84,  compared  with  a  rate  of 
10.83  in  1956. 

NATURiiL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION  Births  registered  for  Northfleet 
during  the  year  exceeded  the  deaths  by  144.  The  figures  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  1956  was  88. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  During  the  year  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  numbered  6,  representing  a  rate  of  17.54. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  A  summary  of  the  Health  Services  provided 
by  the  Kent  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Acts  is  included  in  the  usual  form  in  the  report. 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME  -  BURNS  AND  SCALDS  Attention  is  again  drawn  to 
this  matter.  More  than  6,000  persons  die  each  year  because  of  acci¬ 
dents  in  the  home.  It  is  estimated  that  upwards  of  50,000  non- fatal 
accidents  require  hospital  treatment.  Most  of  this  suffering  is 
avoidable . 

The  major  factor  is  clothing  coming  into  contact  with  heating 
elements  or  flame  of  an  inadequately  guarded  fire. 

Most  fatal  home  accidents  are  due  to  burns  in  the  very  young  or 
in  extreme  old  age.  Inadequate  supervision  of  young  children,  and 
the  aged  whose  senses  may  be  failing  and  physical  and  mental  deteriora¬ 
tion  may  reduce  the  capacity  to  co-ordinate  thought  and  action. 
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Carelessness,  apathy  and  lack  of  knowledge  are  the  causes  of 
most  accidents  in  the  home,  and  it  is  the  personal  contact  of  doctors, 
nurses  and  social  workers  with  the  people  in  their  homes  that  is 
likely  to  bring  most  rewarding  results. 

Fireguards  must  be  securely  fixed;  kitchens  should  be  carefully 
planned  and  of  adequate  size  and  well  lighted, 

CANCER  The  general  public  has  a  completely  wrong  idea  about  cancer 
-  they  imagine  that  it  automatically  means  death;  yet  there  are 
thousands  of  cured  cancer  patients  living  happy,  useful  lives.. 

The  reason  wh y  so  many  people  do  not  know  that  thousands  are 
cured  is  because  many  of  those  patients  were  never  told  that  they  had 
cancer  -  to  them  it  was  ’stomach  trouble’,  or  a  duodenal  ulcer.  This 
’justifiable  distortion  of  the  truth’  is  one  of  the  unwritten  laws  of 
the  medical  profession. 

One  reason  why  ex-patients  will  not  publicise  their  cure  is  that 
the  general  public  still  believes  that  cancer  is  infectious  or  contag¬ 
ious,  They  also  have  the  equally  false  idea  that  it  is  hereditary. 

If  people  would  only  recognise  the  basic  danger  signals,  Bitch  as  per¬ 
sistent  sores,  lumps  or  thickening,  unusual  bleeding  or  discharge, 
hoarseness  or  cough  and  report  them  early,  they  would  give  themselves 
and  the  doctor  a  far  better  chance  of  cure.  These  danger  signals  may 
not  mean  cancer,  but  they  should  always  mean  an  immediate  visit  to 
your  doctor  for  general  physical  examination,  blood  test  and  X-ray. 

I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  that  once  cancer  has  been  allowed  to 
spread,  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  any  surgeon  to  effect  a  cure. 

What  is  cancer?  The  cells  of  the  human  body  divide  repeatedly 
and  it  is  indeed  a  miracle  that  such  a  delicate  mechanism  can  operate 
successfully  for  so  long.  These  individual  cells  recreate  themselves 
day  in  and  day  out  to  form  part  of  our  bodies:  each  has  a  little 
character-f orming  element,  infinitesimally  small,  called  the  nutro- 
protein.  This  element  seems  to  knov/  what  it  wants  the  oncoming  cells 
to  do,  and  if  we  bombard  this  little  element  with  a  cancer- causing 
agent,  it  can  change  quite  easily  and  regularly  the  character,  shape 
and  substance  of  the  oncoming  cell. 

This  can  be  done  in  test  laboratories  to  live  human  cells  in  test 
tubes,  or  to  small  animals.  When  for  example  a  mouse  is  painted  with 
a  chemical  known  to  change  the  character-f orming  elements  of  the  cell, 
the  mouse  becomes  cancerous.  Cancer- causing  elements  are  common  in 

scientific  research  and  consist  of  well  over  200  chemicals  currently 
used  in  industry.  It  has  long  been  known  that  soot  is  a  cancer-causing 
agent,  also  diesel  oil  fumes,  concentrated  petrol  fumes  and  concentrated 
hot  cigarette  fumes.  The  interesting  problem  is  why  some  people  exposed 
to  all  these  various  cancer-causing  agents  do  not  get  the  disease. 
Scientists  have  concluded  that,  apart  from  a  concentrated  dose  of  any 
one  carcinogen  which  few  people’s  cells  could  withstand,  those  who  are 
physically  ill-balanced  are  most  susceptible  to  cancer.  In  fact,  you 
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and  I,  all  of  us  are  throwing  off  the  canwer  virus,  both  the  dormant  and 
the  active  kind,  every  day  of  our  lives,  hut  if  something  upsets  the 
glandular  balance  of  the  body,  which  stems  from  the  pituitary  at  the  base 
of  the  skull,  we  become  likely  1  customers-. f  Great  mental  stress  or 
anxiety  can  disturb  the  pituitary,  and  it  has  been  found  that  cancer 
follows.  For  example,  statistics  show  that  many  women  develop  cancer  h£ 
the  breast  as  a  delayed  reaction  after  great  emotional  strain* 

LEAD  AND  ARSENIC  ON  IMPORTED  APPLES.  Apples  recently  imported  from  certain 
Mediterranean  and  Middle  East  countries  have  been  found  to  have 
surface  contamination  of  excessive  amounts  of  lead  and  arsenic  derived 
from  insecticidal  sprays.  The  trade  has  co-operated  with  local  authorities 
to  protect  the  consumer  against  any  toxic  hazard  by  having  the  fruit  washed 
before  it  is  distributed  or  retailed,  A  few  firms  are  able  to  wash  large 
consignments  and  to  re-pack  the  fruit  for  the  distributors* 

Contamination  has  been  found  to  vary  within  wide  limits,  even  in 
the  same  case  of  apples,  and  it  may  be  that  some  contaminated  fruit  has 
escaped  detection  before  retail  sale*  The  elementary  hygienic  practice 
of  washing  all  fruit  before  eating  affords  adequate  protection  from  any 
hazard  to  the  consumer:  peeling  and  coring  provide  an  added  safeguard. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  made  representations 
to  the  exporting  countries  concerned  and  urged  that  the  fruit  should  be 
inspected,  and  washed  when  necessary,  before  it  is  shipped*  Washing  of 
fruit  before  marketing  has  been  the  practice  of  North  American  growers 
for  many  years* 

DISPOSAL  OF  RADIO  ACTIVE  WASTE.  As  the  local  authority  must  approve 
any  regulations  for  the  disposal  of  radioactive  materials  via  the  garbage 
or  drains  it  is  suggested  that  the  responsibility  of  the  medical  officer 
of  health  is  to  agree  to,  or  modify,  the  regulations  for  the  disposal  of 
such  materials  proposed  by  any  users  in  his  area  or  alternatively  to  set 
up  regulations  which  the  users  must  follow*  Presumably  also  the  possible 
misuse  of  any  radioactive  substances  leading  to  accidents  should  be  his 
concern*  In  addition,  from  time  to  time,  he  should  check  the  water 
supply  and  garbage* 

To  perform  such  monitoring  duties  himself  would  be  expensive  not 
only  in  time  but  also  in  the  cost  of  the  monitoring  equipment,  but  he 
can  call  in  the  national  service  concerned  to  do  this  and  it  is  suggested 
that  this  is  what  he  should  do.  This  national  service,  the  address  of 
which  is  Radiological  Protection  Service,  Downs  Hospital,  Cotswold  Road, 
Sutton,  Surrey,  is  quite  independent  of  the  U.K.  Atomic  Energy  Authority, 
the  Central  Electricity  Authority  and  the  various  atomic  energy  and 
atomic  weapons  establishments.  It  can  therefore,  with  advantage,  be 
called  in  to  give  an  independent  opinion  in  those  areas  where  any  of  the 
above  big  users  operate. 

In  many  areas,  however,  the  only  user  of  radioactive  materials 
is  the  hospital,  which  should  conform  to  the  recently  issued  "Code  of 
Practioe  for  the  protection  of  persons  exposed  to  ionising  radiation" 
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(Ministry  of  Health,  1957)*  The  main  radioactive  isotogaj  in  hospital 
effluent  will  jrgbably  be  one  or^more  of  the  following:  ^  iodine, 

^  phosphorus,  ~  gold,  ^iron,  ^  chromium*  Nevertheless,  in  any  area 
where  the  hospital  has  a  large  radiotherapy  department  the  medical 
officer  of  health  should  probably  satisfy  himself  that  the  recommended 
code  of  practice  is  being  followed  and  that  the  level  of  radioactivity 
in  the  effluent  is  below  the  recommended  maximum* 

In  conclusion,  I  have  again  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
and  encouragement  afforded  me  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  to 
extend  to  my  fellow  officers  and  staff  my  appreciation  of  their  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  loyalty* 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

m.f.  McDonnell* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


1957 

Councillor  T.S.  White  (Chairman) 

"  A.J.C.  Farlow,  C.C. 

"  C. A.  Hall,  JAP. 

"  B.J.H.  King 

"  K.H.  Price,  J.P. 

"  Mrs.  M.  Vance 

Member  of  No.  5  Area  Sub- Commit tee 

1957  Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Vance 


1958 

Councillor  T.S.  White  (Chairman) 
"  H.  Eames 

"  A.J.C.  Farlow,  C.C. 

"  C . A.  Hall,  J.P. 

"  B.J.H.  King 

11  Mrs*  M.  Van*e 

Kent  County  Council: 

1958  Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Vance. 


Clerk  and  Solicitor  to  the  Council: 

Mr.  Brewery  F.  Bunkall 


Officers  in  Public  Health  Department: 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths  M.F.  McDonnell,  M.B. ,  B.Ch., 

B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  J.S.  Cowpland,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  R.E.  Richards,  M.A.P.H.I, 

(appointed  July,  1957) 

Clerk:  Miss  C.E,  Keen. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA 


Area  (including  397  acres  of  Tidal  and  Inland  Water  and  Foreshore)  4>l62 


Population  (Census  1951)  ••  *•  ••  * .  18,803 

Population  (Census  1931)  ••  •  •  •  *  •  •  ••  ••  16,080 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  1957)  *•  * •  20,110 

No*  of  Inhabited  Houses  (31st  December,  1957)  .  6,195 

No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ended  31st  December 

1957.  177 

Rateable  Value,  1957  •  *  « »  ••  . .  £251,827 

1956  ..  . .  £249)125 

1955  .  ..  o.  £250,891 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  1957  ••  ••  ••  ••  •  *  £1,025 

1956  . .  o.  ..  ..  ..  £1,011 

1955  £526 


The  high  level  of  employment  has  increased  considerably  over  the 
area  during  the  past  few  years.  The  number  of  people  employed  in  the 
major  industries  is  shown  by  the  tabulated  list  below  as  approximately 
6,000. 


The  Amalgamated  Press  Ltd . 

A.P.C.ftL  (Bevans  Works)  . 

Bowater* s  Thames  Paper  Mills  ..  .. 

Britannia  Lead  Co.  Ltd. 

Gravesend  Welding  &  Electrical  Eng.  Works  Ltd. 
W,T.  Henley’s  Telegraph  Co.  and  Tyre  Co.  .. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

Births  notified  during  1957  total  342,  being  187  males  and  155  females. 

The  number  of  births  this  year,  342,  showed  an  increase  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  as  shown  in  the  table  below: - 


M. 

F. 

Total 

633 

122 

755 

552 

59 

611 

1,523 

235 

1,758 

160 

10 

170 

122 

9 

131 

1,290 

8  07 

2,097 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

u 

CD 

i^i 

of 

Births  334 

315 

0 

0 

K\ 

303 

342 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  papulation  17*32 

16.19 

15.28 

15.26 

17.00 

Number 

of 

Illegitimate  Births  5 

9 

7 

6 

16 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  Births:  Legitimate  2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

6 


DEATHS 


The  registered  deaths  during  the  year  totalled  198,  101  males  and 
97  females. 

The  numbers  given  are  those  registered  during  the  year  1957 >  as 
adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers.  I  am  informed  that  it  is 
not  practicable  to  include  with  the  figures  separate  records  of  the 
inward  and  outward  transfers. 

The  table  below  gives  the  comparison  for  the  previous  4  years s- 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Number  of  Deaths 

205 

199 

200 

215 

198 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  est.  pop. 

10.63 

10.23 

10.18 

10,83 

9.84 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total  Infant  Deaths  .  6 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births . .  ...  17.54 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  18. 40 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  Nil. 

0 
0 

4 


Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  af  age 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  NORTHFLEET  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1957* 


Causes  of  Death 


Male 


#  •  t 


t  •  • 


»  ♦  • 


»  •  • 


All  causes  ... 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer  of  stomach  . 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  uterus 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . „ 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Inf luenza  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  the  .  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion  ... 
Congenital  malformation. . .  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents...  ... 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

Homicide 


«  •  • 


t  f  • 


101 


97 

1 


l 

4 

4 


12 


13 

22 

2 

9 

3 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 


1 

6 

1 

1 

18 

8 

1 

25 

2 

3 

11 


1 

2 


1 

7 

l 

l 

l 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVIVES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Services  available  under  the  National  Health  Services 
Act,  1946  and  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948* 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  providing 
these  services  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his 
staff  for  the  following  information  regarding  facilities  available  and 
hours  of  attendance  at  these  Clinics 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Advice  and  ante-natal  care  is  given  and  post-natal  examinations 
are  carried  outs- 

The  Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street  -  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
mornings . 

CHILL  WELFARE  CENTRES 


These  centres  are  available  for  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
infants  and  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  Infant  foods, 
National  Dried  Milk  and  Ministry  of  Food  Vitamin  products  are  issued. 

A  Medical  Officer  and  a  Health  Visitor  are  in  attendance  at  each  centre. 

Council  Offices  Annexe  -  Thursday  afternoons. 

Toddlers,  1st  Thursday. 

Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street  -  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Harden  V.C.  Memorial  Hall  -  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Istead  Rise  Memorial  Centre  -  1st  and  ^>rd  Tuesday  afternoons. 

IMMUNI SAT I ON  AND  VACCINATION 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  whooping- 
cough  and  smallpox  are  available  at  child  welfare  centres  during  the 
normal  child  welfare  sessions  and  also  at  the  Council  Offices,  Northfleet, 
on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  from  10.0  to  11  a.m.  For  smallpox 
vaccination  an  appointment  is  necessary. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  to  provide  domestic  help  for  households  where  such 
help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying  in, 
an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged  or  a  child  not  over  compul¬ 
sory  school  age.  Evening  service  and  night  attendant  service  is  also 
provided  for  elderly  persons.  Family  Help  Service  can  be  arranged  during 
the  absence  of  the  mother  from  home.  Householders  are  required  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  cost  in  accordance  with  their  means. 
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Application  should  be  made  to:- 


Miss  J.M.  Cook, 

District  Office, 

Arthur  Street,  Gravesend. 
Telephone;  Gravesend  166. 


HEALTH  VISITORS 

These  officers  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to 
the  care  of  young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection. 

The  Health  Visitors  also  undertake  duties  in  connection  with  the 
School  Health  Service. 

Health  Visitors:- 

Mrs,  M.  Marks,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  I.  Cross,  S.R.N. 

M.  &  C.W.  Department,  Council  Offices,  Northfleet. 
DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

This  service,  which  is  free,  is  to  secure  that  an  adequate  number 
of  midwives  is  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  attending  women  in 
their  own  homes,  either  as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses. 

The  names  and  addresses  and  telephone  number  of  County  Midwives  in 
the  area  are  given  below; - 

Midwives: - 


*  Miss  L.M.  Mills, 

85  Whitehall  Road,  Gravesend. 

/  Miss  E.M.  Hudson, 

1  Lawrance  Drive,  Cobham. 

Miss  A.J.  Woods, 

37  Hardy  Avenue,  Northfleet. 
Mrs.  D.M.  Kemp, 

71  Landseer  Avenue,  Northfleet. 


Gravesend  2980 
Cobham  328 
Gravesend  5165 
Gravesend  3708 


Miss  Mills  serves  only  Burch  Road,  Cross  Road,  Lansdowne  Square 

and  Pier  Road,  the  remainder  of  her  district  being  in  Gravesend. 

/  Miss  Hudson  serves  only  Arcadia  Road,  Downs  Road  and  Lewis  Road, 
all  in  Istead  Rise,  the  remainder  of  her  district  being  in 
Strood  Rural  District. 


Facilities  are  available  to  expectant  mothers  for  booking  and  examina¬ 
tion  by  Midwives  at  M.C.V.  Centre,  Council  Offices,  every  other  Wednesday 
2-4  p* *m.,  and  at  the  M.C.W.  Centre,  Conservative  Club,  Perry  Street,  Northflee 
1st  and  Jrd  Thursdays  2-4  p.m. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


This  service,  which  is  free,  is  to  secure  the  attendance  of  nurses 
on  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes.  Apart  from  cases  of 
emergency  and  accident,  patients  can  only  he  attended  when  the  nurse  has 
been  requested  to  do  so  by  a  doctor.  At  the  present  time  it  is  not 
possible  to  provide  a  night  service. 

The  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  Home  Nurses  in  the 
area  are  given  below.. 

Home  Nurses s  firs.  D.  Paine,  S.R.N. 

1 6  Lamorna  Avenue,  Gravesend. 

Telephones  Gravesend  4&54. 

Mrs.  M.A.  Heppenstall,  S.R.N. , 

16  Lamorna  Avenue,  Gravesend, 

Telephones  Gravesend  4654* 

Relief:  Mrs.  M.  Cake, 

4  St.  Hilda’s  Way, 

Parrock  Farm  Estate, 

Gravesend. 

Telephone;  Gravesend  44^3* 

COUNTY  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  ambulance  service  throughout  the  County.  Other  than  in  cases 
of  accident  and  emergency,  no  ambulance  will  be  provided  except  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  doctor,  midwife,  or  hospital,  and  in  the  case  of 
sitting  case  cars  a  special  form  has  to  be  completed  and  signed  by  a 
doctor. 

In  cases  of  accident  or  emergency,  if  an  ambulance  is  required, 
telephone  ’9991  or  (as  indicated  in  the  telephone  directory  or  public 
telephone  box),  and  askthe  operator  for  ’’Ambulance.” 

PROVISION  OF  NURSING  REQUISITES 


Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  for  the  continuance  of  the  Medical  Loan  Depots, 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  full  range  of  nursing  requisites 
are  available  at  these  depots  and  details  of  the  addresses  and  the  times 
the  depots  are  open  for  distribution  are  available  in  the  district  offices. 
These  arrangements  are  in  addition  to  the  loan  cupboards  kept  by  District 
Nurses.  The  depots  deal  with  all  applications  for  the  loan  of  nursing 
requisites . 

Northfleet:  (St,  John)  Mrs.  H.  Banks,  137  Vale  Road,  Monday  to  Friday 
7«30»P»ni.  -  9*0. p.m.  (Mr.  C.J,  Sims,  Telephones  Gravesend  3517)* 
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BEDS  AND  BEDDING 


A  supply  of  beds  and  bedding  is  kept  by  the  District  Officer  and 
is  available  on  loan  on  the  recommendation  of  the  family  doctor, 

MENTAL  WELFARE 


Dr,  L.M.  Allen,  Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  is  Medical 
Officer  for  Mental  Welfare,  Dr,  Allen’s  address  is  County  Hall, 
Maidstone  (Telephones  Maidstone  4321)* 

An  Occupation  Centre  for  mentally  defective  children  is  held  at 
North  Hall,  Tivoli  House,  Gravesend,  from  Monday  to  Friday  each  week, 

10  a,m,  to  3*30,p.m,  and  children  from  the  Northfleet  area  may  attend 
this  Centre  if  suitable,  A  home  teacher  for  defectives  unsuitable  or 
unable  to  attend  the  Centre  is  also  available  in  the  area.  Information 
regarding  this  service  can  be  obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
County  Hall,  Maidstone, 

BLIND  PERSONS 


Information  on  matters  affecting  the  blind  can  be  obtained  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  Maidstone  (Tel,  Maidstone  4321  - 
extension  588)  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Kent  County  Association  for  the 
Blind,  15  Ashford  Road,  Maidstone  (telephones  Maidstone  371?) • 

Financial  assistance  is  provided  by  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
at  the  address  be low: - 


5  Castle  Hill,  Rochester,  Telephones  Chatham  2237 • 

A  Local  Officer  is  now  available  at  "Ravenscourt" ,  Pelham  Road, 
Gravesend.  The  hours  of  attendance  are  2-4  p.m.  daily  and  J.a.m*  - 
12  noon  on  Saturdays. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  following  clinics  are  available  for  children  attending  schools 
in  Northfleet s- 


Minor  Ailments:  We st  Kent  House,  Station  Road,  Northfleet.  Medical 

Officer  attends  every  Saturday  morning  9*30.a.m.  - 
12.  0.  noon. 


Dental:  West  Kent  House,  Station  Road,  Northfleet.  Dental 

Surgeon  attends  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday.  Except 
in  emergencies  children  are  treated  by  appointment  only. 


Ophthalmic:  Gravesend  and  North 

Kent  Hospital 

Speech  Therapy:  107  Rochester  Road, 

Denton,  Gravesend. 


)  Attendance  at  these  clinics  is 
)  by  appointment  only. 

)  Application  should  be  made  to 
)  the  Principal  School  Medical 
)  Officer,  County  Hall. 

)  Maidstone, 
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Child  Guidance; 


118  Maidstone  Hoad,  )  as  above, 
Chatham,  ) 


DISTRICT  OFFICERS 


These  officers  are  responsible  for; 

(a)  Duties  as  Authorised  Officers  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 

(b)  Acting  as  representatives  of  the  County  Health 
Department  in  dealing  with  inquiries  made  by  the 
public  and  arranging  for  County  Health  Services  to 
be  made  available  in  cases  of  difficulty. 

(c)  Carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  County  Council  under 
the  National  Assistance  Act  in  (i)  arranging  admis¬ 
sions  of  old,  handicapped  and  homeless  people  to 
residential  establishments  other  than  in  cases  of 
sickness ,  and  (ii)  the  care  of  movable  property  of 
patients  who  are  admitted  to  hospital  or  to  residen¬ 
tial  establishments,  provided  by  the  Council,  where 
it  appears  that  there  is  danger  of  loss  or  damage 

to  the  property, 

(d)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods, 

District  Officers 

Mr,  G,T*  Jeffery,  Arthur  Street,  Gravesend. 

Telephones  Gravesend  166. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  hospital  and  specialist  services,  including'  institutions  for 
the  chronic  sick,  mental  homes,  maternity  homes,  convalescent  homes, 
chest  clinics  and  out-patients f  departments  are  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  set  up  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  South 
East  Metropolitan  Regional  Board  is  responsible  for  all  hospitals 
in  Kent,  but  for  day-to-day  administration  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittees  have  been  set  up  to  deal  with  groups  of  hospitals,  Generally 
speaking  admission  to  hospital  is  a  matter  for  the  doctor  in  charge 
of  the  patient  and  he  will  make  arrangements  direct  with  the  hospital 
authorities,  calling  upon  the  County  Ambulance  Service  for  the  removal 
of  the  patient  to  hospital  where  this  is  considered  necessary, 

NURSERY  SCHOOL 


The  Northfleet  Nursery  School  provides  accommodation  for  the 
daily  care  of  children  between  the  ages  of  3  and.  5  years.  Priority 
is  given  to  the  children  of  mothers  who  must  go  to  work  in  order  to 
supplement  insufficient  wages,  widows,  children  living  in  unhealthy 
cramped  home  conditions,  or  v\rhere  a  doctor  recommends  admittance 
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because  of  unsuitable  home  life.  The  staff  is  trained  to  deal  with 
difficult  children  who  need  more  psychological  understanding  than  that 
provided  at  home* 

Hours  of  attendance  at  the  Nursery  Schools  are  from  9  a.m.  to 
3*30  p.m.,  with  normal  school  holiday  periods.  Meals  are  provided 
for  the  sum  of  2/6d.  per  week.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  diet, 
Ministry  of  Health  Cod  Liver  Oil  Compound,  Orange  Juice,  and  two-thirds 
of  a  pint  of  milk  may  be  given. 

At  present  40  children  are  accommodated  at  the  Nursery  -  most 
of  them  being  from  the  Northfleet  area  -  Application  for  admission 
should  be  made  to  the  Superintendent  (Mrs,  Dowker) ,  at  the  Northfleet 
Nursery  School,  London  Road,  Northfleet. 

REFERENCE  EXPERT  FOR  PLAGUE 

From  1st  April,  1957?  Dr.  R.S.F.  Hennessey  replaced  Dr.  M.T.  Parker 
as  reference  expert  for  the  investigation  of  plague.  Material  should 
be  sent  to  him  at  the  Wellcome  Laboratories  of  Tropical  Medicine, 

183  Euston  Road,  London,  N.Yif.l,  (Tel.  Euston  4688). 

TREATMENT  OF  ANTHRAX,  BOTULISM,  SNAKE-BITE  AND  MUSHROOM  POISONING 

List  of  the  nearest  centres  which  keep  emergency  supplies  of  sera 
for  the  treatment  of  anthrax,  botulism,  snake-bite  and  mushroom  (Amanita 
phalloides)  poisoning,  A  24-hour  service  is  maintained  at  each  centre. 


Telephone  No# 


Regio*  6 i  N.E.  Metropolitan 


North  Middlesex  Hospital,  N,17. 
Day  -  Chief  Pathologist. 

Night  -  Resident  Pathologist. 


Tottenham  3071* 


Region  7 •  S.E.  Metropolitan 


South  East  Sub-Depot,  Weaver ing  House, 
Ashford  Read,  Maidstone,  Kent. 

Day  Service 


Maidstone  4468. 
Maidstone  3604 
Maidstone  466O, 
Maidstone  3718* 


Night  Service 


Region  8:  S.W.  Metropolitan 


South  London  Blood  Supply  Depot, 
Stanley  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 


Vigilant  8221 


The  Dispensary,  Royal  South  Hants  and 


Southampton  76211 


Southampton  Hospital 
(Snake  Anti-serum  only) 
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REGISTRAR  OF  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  AND  MARRIAGES 
Mr,  D.A.  Gough,  6  Berkley  Crescent,  Gravesend, 
Hours  of  Attendance? 


Monday 

9. 

CO 

a .  m .  - 

12. 

30 

P< 

•  m. 

2. 

.  DO 

p.m.  - 

4. 

30 

P- 

•  m. 

Tuesday 

9- 

.30 

a.m.  - 

12, 

30 

P« 

,m. 

2. 

,00 

P *m*  - 

4. 

30 

P< 

►  m. 

Wednesday 

9- 

.30 

a.m,  - 

12. 

30 

P< 

►  m. 

Thursday 

9. 

.30 

a.m.  - 

12. 

30 

P< 

*  m . 

2. 

,00 

p.m.  - 

4. 

30 

P- 

►m. 

Friday 

9. 

.30 

a.m.  - 

12. 

30 

P< 

►m. 

2. 

,00 

p.m.  - 

4. 

30 

P< 

►m. 

Saturday 

9- 

,00 

a.m.  - 

10. 

30, 

,  a « 

►  m. 

ITT  TREATMENT 

AND  RS 

3CUT 

YRATIVE  CARE 

Convalescent  treatment  is  that  provided  for  a  patient  requiring 
more  or  less  continued  modi  ml  nr  nursing  care  and  is  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  11  Portland  Place,  London  W,l,,  to 
provide  and  arrange  such  treatment. 


Recuperative  care  can  be  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  where  the  person  has  suffered  from  an  illness  which 
has  been  treated  at  home  or  in  hospital  and,  whilst  still  in  need  of 
medical  or  nursing  care  of  the  type  provided  by  a  general  practitioner 
or  home  nurse,  the  home  conditions  are  such  that  the  patient  cannot 
recuperate  at  heme.  The  County  Council  is  required  to  make  a  charge 
for  this  service  assessed  under  the  County  Council’s  regulations  in 
accordance  with  the  patient’s  means  and  an  agreement  must  be  signed 
to  make  such  payment  to  the  Council  as  is  assessed. 


FAMILY  HEL1 


D 


SE" 


TTC 


TH 


The  above  service  caters  for  children  who  would  be  taken  into 
County  care  during  the  absence  of  the  mother  due  to  illness,  etc. 
Application  is  made  to  the  Children’s  Officer,  who  then  contexts  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  The  Domestic  Help  Organiser  visits  the  home 
to  discuss  hours  of  duty  -  payment  for  food  etc.,  and  the  Health 
Visitor  gives  a  report  on  home  conditions  as  she  knows  them.  The 
Family  Help  cares  for  the  children  and  the  home  while  lather  is  at 
work  -  if  necessary  staying  overnight. 

LIGHT  ATTENDANT  SERVICE 

Night  attendant  service  is  now  available  for  old  people  but  is 
limited  to  cases  where  the  help  required  cannot  be  provided  by  volun¬ 
tary  agencies.  The  arrangements  include  evening  service,  preparation 
for  sleep,  provision  of  meals,  attention  to  fires  and  night  service. 
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Application  for  this  service  should  generally  be  made  through  the  fam¬ 
ily  doctor.  Further  information  is  obtainable  from  the  Domestic  Help 
Organiser,  Miss  J.M.  Cook,  District  Office,  Arthur  Street,  Gravesend. 
Telephone:  (Gravesend  166. 

NORTHFLEET  OLD  PEOPLE* S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 


The  Northfleet  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  continued  its 
activities  throughout  the  year. 

The  Committee,  whose  members  are  formed  from  various  local 
organisations,  is  maintained  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  grants 
from  charitable  organisations. 

It  is  affiliated  to  the  Kent  Council  of  Social  Service,  and  its 
objects  are  to  provide  facilities  for  physical  and  mental  recreation, 
the  relieving  of  poverty,  distress  or  sickness  and  the  pursuing  of  any 
objects  of  a  charitable  nature  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  statutory 
authorities  or  local  organisations . 

The  following  report  of  the  past  years  work  of  the  Northfleet  Old 
Peoples  Welfare  Committee  has  been  received  from  the  Secretary:- 

"Monthly  meetings  are  held  regularly  in  the  Council  Offices  and 
are  well  attended  by  r epresentatives  of  the  Council,  Churches,  Rotary, 
District  Nurse,  S.J.A.B.,  Womens'  organisations ,  Political  Parties 
and  co-opted  members  interested  in  the  welfare  of  old  people,  when 
all  problems  of  the  elderly  are  discussed.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  some  60  men  and  women  have  been  helped  financially  and  a  quantity 
of  good  outer  clothing  given  to  the  Committee,  has  been  gratefully 
accepted  by  O.A.P# 

The  Committee  have  been  very  concerned  regarding  the  chronic  sick 
at  home,  the  shortage  of  hospital  and  Residential  Homes  accommodation, 
and  transport  for  out  patients  to  hospital.  Miss  Davidson,  Hospital 
Almoner,  attended  the  February  meeting  to  explain  transport  procedure. 

The  Committee  recently  visited  a  County  Old  Peoples  Home  and  saw 
the  great  care  and  attention  given  to  the  happy  residents. 

While  over  600  visits  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  the 
Committee  are  aware  that  many  old  people  receive  no  visitors  at  all, 
although  every  case  reported  to  us  is  followed  up,  and  that  if 
everyone  were  to  receive  a  minimum  of  two  visits  a  month,  many  more 
volunteers  would  be  required. 

250  Christmas  parcels  and  greeting  cards  were  delivered  by 
Committee  members.  Over  100  letters  of  thanks  were  received  from 
recipients*  Again  we  thank  Parochial  Charities  and  Rotary  for  their 
co-operation  regarding  lists. 

Sick  room  requirements  are  fully  used.  The  invalid  chairs  are 
in  constant  use,  two  used  to  bring  members  to  the  Forget-Me-Not  Club* 
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FINANCE 


This  has  heen  our  most  successful  year.  We  are  fortunate  to 
receive  monthly  donations  from  Kev.  H.Y/.  Bedloe  from  a  special  fund, 
tfve  offer  him  our  grateful  thanks,  also  Pay  Bay  Representatives 
Committee,  Sylvia  Williams,  Gravesend  &  Bistrict  Bowling  Club, 
Woodworkers  Union  and  all  who  contributed  to  the  funds.  The  house- 
to-house  collection  brought  in  just  over  £100  and  Alexandra  Rose  Bay 
£26.  Thanks  to  Committee  and  friends  who  helped  to  make  the  collec¬ 
tions  successful* 

CLUBS 


Forget-Me-Not  Club  with  a  membership  of  120  has  a  weekly  atten¬ 
dance  of  80-100.  Again  our  thanks  to  Bowaters  Sports  Club  for  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  Club  House.  The  meeting  is  held  every  Friday. 

Veterans  Club  continues  to  progress.  Meetings  are  held  on 

Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays.  New  members  are  welcome 

and  a  special  welcome  is  extended  to  supporters  on  Thursdays  for 
Whist  and  Games,  open  to  men  and  women. 

COACH  OUTINGS 


Wre  are  grateful  to  Gravesend  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  for 
the  use  of  their  coach  on  six  occasions,  which  enabled  us  to  take  120 
less  active  old  people  for  outings.  A  further  140,  in  four  coaches, 
had  a  pleasant  afternoon  tour*.  B.R.C.  or  S.J.A.B.  accompanied  them. 


CONFERENCES 


Relegates  attend  the  quarterly  meeting  of  County  O.P.W.  and 
Mrs.  Harris  with  Mrs.  McCue  attended  the  National  Conference  and 
brought  back  excellent  reports. 

CHIR0P0BY 


By  arrangement  with  a  Chiropodist,  O.A.P.  receive  treatment  at 
a  reduced  fee • 

I  would  like  to  offer  my  personal  thanks  to  the  Clerk  and  Officers 
of  the  Council,  N.A.B.  Officers,  Mr.  Jeffries,  Welfare  Officer,  Miss  J. 
Cook,  Home  Help  Organisers  who  are  always  willing  to  give  me  help  and 
advice  and  to  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  Committee  for  your  co-operation  and. 
support .M 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Late  of 

Sample  1957 • 

Probable 

Coliform 

number  per  100ml,  of 
bacilli.  Faecal  coli. 

Remarks . 

16th  January 

None 

None 

Highly  satisfactory 

None 

None 

ft 

tl 

None 

None 

tt 

It 

None 

None 

tt 

tl 

None 

None 

ft 

II 

12th  February 

None 

None 

II 

II 

25 

13 

Unsatisfactory 

None 

None 

Highly 

satisfactory 

None 

None 

It 

i« 

12th  March 

None 

None 

II 

ti 

None 

None 

II 

11 

None 

None 

II 

it 

None 

None 

II 

it 

10th  April 

None 

None 

II 

tt 

None 

None 

II 

ti 

None 

None 

II 

ti 

None 

None 

It 

n 

8th  May 

None 

None 

It 

ti 

None 

None 

tl 

»i 

None 

None 

II 

11 

None 

None 

II 

tt 

13th  June 

None 

None 

It 

n 

None 

None 

II 

n 

None 

None 

II 

it 

None 

None 

It 

11 

10th  July 

None 

None 

H 

/ 

it 

None 

None 

It 

11 

None 

None 

II 

it 

None 

None 

II 

it 

14th  August 

None 

None 

It 

it 

1 

None 

It 

ti 

None 

None 

tl 

11 

None 

None 

II 

n 

18th  September 

None 

None 

It 

11 

1 

None 

II 

11 

None 

None 

II 

11 

None 

None 

II 

11 

Probable  number  per  100ml,  of 
Coliform  bacilli.  Faecal  coli. 


16th  October  None 

None 

Highly  satisfactory 

None 

None 

»f 

n 

1 

None 

h 

11 

None 

None 

i» 

11 

IJth  November  None 

None 

it 

11 

None 

None 

u 

it 

5 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

None 

None 

Highly 

satisfactory 

13th  December  None 

None 

It 

it 

None 

None 

II 

11 

None 

None 

It 

11 

None 

None 

It 

tt 

In  addition  to  submitting  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 

a  chemical  analysis  is  obtained  from 

the  Kent  County  Analyst, 

as  necessary 

The  Analyst’s  reports  for  1957  are  given 

below:- 

1. 

2. 

3- 

Physical  Characters 

Colour 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

Depos it 

None 

None 

None 

pH 

7.56 

6.50 

7.20 

Chemical  Examination 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 

Solids  in  Suspension  (Dried  at  100°C) 

- 

- 

mm 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  180°C) 

313 

306 

3  08 

Solids  in  solution  After  Ignition 

302 

298 

293 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Chlorine 

17 

16 

17 

Bicarbonate  alkalinity 

(Temporary  Hardness) 

240 

245 

240 

Total  Hardness 

264 

248 

252 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

None 

None 

None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  Nitrogen) 

None 

None 

None 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

5 

2 

3 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

None 

None 

None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  hour  at  26,7°C  . 

0,05 

0.05 

0.03 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  26,7°C 

0.12 

0.11 

0.07 

Toxic  Metals 

Not 

Not 

Not 

detected 

detected  detected 

Free  and  Combined  Residual 

Chlorine  on  Receipt 

0.1 

Not 

0.05 

detected 
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Bacteriological  Examination 


Number  of  Colonies  Developing 
upon  Agar 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37°C  2  per  ml.  3  per  ml.  2  per  ml. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22°C  9  M  "  41  "  "  3  "  " 


Presumptive  Coliform  count 

per  100  ml.  000 

Including  Faecal  Coli 

All  samples  were  fit  for  drinking. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  statement  below  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
occurring  over  the  previous  5  years s- 


No. 

1953 

Deaths 

No. 

1954 

Deaths 

No. 

1955 

Deaths 

No. 

1956 

Deaths 

No. 

1957 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

— 

22 

— 

83 

— 

74 

- 

46 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

188 

cc» 

2 

- 

478 

— 

46 

- 

224 

- 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 

— 

mam 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

55 

2 

91 

— 

4 

— 

44 

- 

98 

- 

Smallpox 

d 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

17 

5 

6 

5 

12 

4 

20 

6 

9 

5 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Application  for  the  admission  of  infectious  diseases  to  hospital 
should  be  made  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  River  Hospital, 
Joyce  Green,  Telephone?  Hartford  3231,  In  the  case  of  smallpox, 
admission  to  hospital  is  arranged  by  the  Consultant  who  diagnoses  the 
disease  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  his  behalf. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Cases  notified  during  year  .  .  46 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  (Non-paralytic)  were  notified  during  the  year. 


21. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


The  following  is  a  return  of  (a)  the  number  of  children  resident 
in  the  district  who  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  during  the  year 
1 957 ?  (b)  the  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  on  the  31st 
December,  1957  who  had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1945  and  (c)  the 
number  of  persons  who  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  the  year 
ended  51st  December,  1957 s  — 


(a) 

(a) 

(6) 

(6) 

Year  of 

Primary 

Re- inforcing 

last  complete  course 

1952 

Birth 

Inoculations 

Inoculations 

of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

1955  -  1957 

or 

earlier 

1957 

31 

— 

31 

— 

1956 

143 

- 

167 

- 

1955 

14 

- 

220 

- 

1954 

6 

- 

277 

- 

1955 

5 

14 

269 

- 

1952 

10 

115 

261 

6 

1951 

2 

30 

258 

64 

1950 

- 

5 

220 

72 

1949 

3 

2 

221 

100 

1948 

13 

121 

257 

16 

1947 

1 

6 

241 

123 

1946 

- 

4 

34 

205 

1945 

1 

1 

9 

149 

1944 

- 

2 

14 

126 

1943 

1 

- 

5 

175 

TOTALS 

o 

C\J 

500 

2,464 

1,036 

22. 


Year  of 

Primary 

Re- 

Birth  Vaocina.tions 

Vacfcinat ions 

1943 

1944 

3 

- 

1945 

~ 

- 

1946 

1 

- 

1947 

1 

- 

1948 

1 

- 

1949 

- 

- 

1950 

- 

1 

1951 

1 

- 

1952 

5 

1 

1953 

3 

2 

1954 

5 

— 

1955 

3 

- 

1956 

72 

- 

1957 

119 

- 

Before  1943 

6 

10 

TOTALS 

220 

14 

VACCINATION 

AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

following  table  gives 

the  numbers  of 

children  resident  : 

who  received  a  course 

of  two  injections  against  poliomy 

Le  year  ended  31st  December,  1957*- 

Date  of  Birth 

o 

• 

o 

Children  Vaccinated 

1947 

179 

1948 

139 

1949 

124 

1950 

119 

1951 

6l 

1952 

48 

1953 

41 

1954 

38 

1955 

— 

1956 

- 

1957 

— 

TOTAL 

749 

23 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  statement  relates  to  the  number  of  cases  appearing 
on  the  Council’s  Register  at  31st  December,  1957:~ 


Non-  Pul .  and 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pul* 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total  Totals 


(a)  No*  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  register  at  the  com- 


mencement  of  the  year 

129 

83 

212 

10 

11 

21 

K\ 

K*\ 

CM 

(b)  No.  of  cases  remaining  on 
register  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

137 

88 

225 

8 

11 

19 

244 

(c)  No.  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year 

15 

9 

24 

- 

- 

- 

24 

(d)  No.  of  deaths  during  the  year 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Ages  and  occupations  of  persons  notified  during  the  year  are  as  follows s- 


Age  -  M. 

Occupation 

Age  -  F, 

Occupation 

44 

General  Labourer 

44 

Hous  ewife 

29 

Paper  Mill  Packer 

28 

Brewery  -  bottler 

50 

Butcher 

21 

Housewife 

12 

Schoolboy 

10 

Schoolgirl 

31 

Welder 

19 

Typist 

49 

Paper  Mill  Labourer 

31 

Housewife 

65 

- 

18 

- 

46 

Labourer 

36 

Housewife  &  P.T. 

Paper  Sorter 

24 

Waterman  &  Lighterman 

MM 

CD 

Wire drawer 

28 

Reeler  Assistant 

56 

Labourer 

36 

Cement  Worker 

33 

Greaser 

19 

Student 

55 

Ship’s  Night  Watchman 

GRAVESENB  CHEST  CLINIC 

CONTACTS  1937 

Contact  Examinations  (including  positive  mantoux  schoolchildren) 

(a)  Contacts  examined  for  first  time  489 

(b)  First  1957  attendance  (attended  in  previous  years)  720 

(c)  Re-attended  316 


Total  examinations 

24. 


«  • 


1,525 


Number  examined  as  contacts  of  1957  new  cases 


•  • 


177 


Number  of  contacts  found  Tuberculous,  0-14 

Age  Over  14 


4 

3 


Tuberculin  Reaction  of  Contacts  attending  for  first  time 

Tuberculin  Negative  Tuberculin  Positive 

Mi  Mi 


0  -  5 

66 

0 

- 

i — 1 

1 

VO 

43 

1-3 

5 

15  -  20 

21 

4  -  6 

3 

21  -  25 

8 

7  -14 

6 

Over  25 

3 

Over  14 

16 

No.  of  B.C.G.  Vaccinations z  18} 

It  was  not  practicable  to  divide  the  figures  for  different  districts 
and  the  figures  on  the  return  relate  to  total  attendances. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


This  Clinic,  under  the  administration  of  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  is  conducted  by  C.D.  Routh,  Esq.,  M.D. , 
M.R.P.C.  The  following  particulars  refer  to  patients  from  Northfleet. 


NEW  PATIENTS  (NORTHFLEET) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

2 

Gonorrhoea 

7 

2 

9 

Non-Gonoccal  Urethritis  (Males 

only) 

6 

<a> 

6 

Non-Venereal 

11 

3 

14 

Total 

25 

6 

31 

Total  No.  of  new  patients  from  all  areas 

297 

Total  No.  of  attendances  from  all 

areas 

1,549 

Total  No.  of  attendances  from  Northfleet 

225 

DISCHARGES  (ALL  DISTRICTS)  CURED 

Male 

Femal  e 

Total 

Syphilis 

5 

1 

6 

Gonorrhoea 

36 

2 

38 

Non-Venereal 

126 

22 

148 

Total 

167 

25 

192 

PROMCTION  OF  CLEANLINESS, 

GOOD  HABITS 

AND  THE 

ELIMINATION  OF  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 


No  Northfleet  residents 
Cleansing  Station  during  the 


required  treatment  at  the  Brookvale 
year. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Northfleet  is  a  constituent  member  of  the  Thames-Side  Advisory 
Committee  for  the  Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution,  The  Committee 
have  a  comprehensive  system  of  air  pollution  measurement,  and  Northfleet 
has  a  standard  deposit  gauge  situated  at  Huggens  College,  The  following 
is  the  tabulated  results  obtained  by  this  gauge*-  for  the  12  months  ended 
31st  December,  1957 : — 


Jan, 

Feb  • 

March 

April  May 

June 

Rain  (mm , ) 

18.02 

57.50 

22,24 

5.13  23. 81 

19.47 

Depos 

:it  (grams 

per  100 

square  metres)?- 

Water-Insoluble 

Matter 

276 

566 

700 

683  '901 

1108 

Soluble  in  C.S. 

2. 

1 

1 

2 

2  4 

3 

Ash 

if 

208 

470 

549 

522  639 

883 

Other  Combustible  Matter 

67 

95 

149 

160  258 

222 

Total  Water  Soluble  Matter 

325 

711 

565 

365  421 

509 

Calcium  (Ca  ) 

74 

161 

130 

74  109 

132 

Chloride  (Cl1) 

30 

50 

38 

20  31 

42 

Sulphate  (SO"  ) 

120 

244 

209 

145  152 

185 

Total  Solids 

601 

1277 

1265 

1048  1322 

1617 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct  Nov 

Dec 

Rain  (mm.) 

77.90 

52.24 

56.19 

32.11  86.85 

37.24 

Deposit  (grams 

per  100 

square  metres)?- 

Water-Insoluble 

Matter 

1255 

1074 

1047 

1004  693 

740 

Soluble  in  C.S. 

2 

8 

3 

4 

2  2 

3 

Ash 

927 

865 

855 

825  582 

621 

Other  Combustible  Matter 

320 

206 

188 

177  109 

115 

Total  Water  Soluble  Matter 

779 

797 

721 

808  887 

830 

Calcium  (Ca  ) 

232 

224 

195 

174  184 

176 

Chloride  (Cl!) 

74 

79 

68 

74  105 

80 

Sulphate  (S0!!  ) 

286 

286 

240 

273  238 

326 

Total  Solids 

2034 

1871 

1768 

1812  1580 

1570 

ESTIMATION  OF 

SULPHUR  LEAD  PEROXIDE  METHOD 

Weight  of  BaSO/i 

Mg.  of  SO^/day 

Area 

Wt .  of 

SO*  collected  by 

exposed 

— ^ - - 

“ITT — - - 

. c iTO"  "to — 

collected  100  sq.cm. 

of 

x  sample  control 

exposure 

Batch  A  PbO^ 

VX'/UVXCU.  .UVCi  ) 

m 

g/100  sq 

• 

sq  .cm 

mg,  .  . 

mg. 

mg. 

cm/ day 

J  an  100 

105.6 

2.9 

102.7 

1.14 

1.02 

Feb  95 

117.0 

3.1 

113*9 

1.47 

1.32 

March  95 

101.6 

3.8 

97.8 

1.14 

1.02 

April  95 

6l ,  6 

3.2 

58.4 

0.70 

0.63 

May  100 

6l .  6 

1.9 

59.7 

0.66 

0.59 

June  95 

70.0 

1.6 

68.4 

0.82 

0.74 

J  uly  99 

80.0 

3.8 

76.2 

0.84 

O.76 

August  100 

80.0 

1.8 

78.2 

0.84 

0.75 

Sept  100 

93-6 

5*2 

90.4 

1.07 

O.96 

Oct  95 

75.8 

1.5 

74.4 

0.87 

O.78 

Nov  100 

142,4 

3.2 

139.2 

1.54 

1.38 

Dec  100 

166,6 

5..0- . 

161.6 

1.85 

1.66 

INSPECTION  ANN  SUPERVISION  OF  FOON 


FOON  PREPARING  PREMISES 


Restaurants,  restaurant  kitohens  and  canteens  are  subjected  to 
routine  inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  regular  intervals. 

CARCASES  INSPECTEN  ANN  CONNEMNEB 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows 

Number  Killed  (if  known)  Nil 
MILK 

(a)  Milk  and  Bairies  Regulations.  1949  to  1954  (Part  (ill) 

No.  of  registered  distributors  One 

Nol  of  registered  dairies  One 

(b)  Licences  Granted  under  Milk  (Special  Resignations)  Regulations 
1949  to  1954,  excluding  licences  granted  by  Food  and  Drug 
authorities  in  relation  to  milk  pasteurised  or  sterilised  on  the 
premises  of  the  applicant. 


Sheep 

and 

Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 
Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 


Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
T.T.  (raw) 
Accredited 


Nealers 

3 

28 

1 


Supplementary 

5 

5 


2 


(°)  Milk  Sampling 


Samples 

Taken 


Pasteurised  39 

Sterilised  1 

T.T. 

Accredited 

Biological  Examination 
of  raw  milks 


Number  of 

Unsatisfactory 

Samples 


5 


ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947  and  1948 


No  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  under  these  Regulations,  but  there  are  57  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratories  during  the  year  for  the  Methylene  blue  test,  and  the 
following  results  were  obtained: - 

Grading  I.  II, 

31  5 


28 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,1 95 5 


Northfleet  Council  is  not  a  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  this  part  of  the  Act  being  administered  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  under  the  direction  of  Mr*  S.  Strugnell,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  the  following  information  relating  to  the  sampling 
of  food  which  has  taken  place  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Article  No.  Article  No. 


Alophen  1 
Ascabiol  1 
Astomin  Tablets  1 
Baby  Cereal  1 
Beef  Sausages  1 
Benefax  1 
Blancmange  Powder  1 
Bread  and  Butter  1 
Bronchial  Balsam  1 
Cake  Mix  1 
Christmas  Pudding  1 
Cooked  Beef  Steak  1 
Devonet  with  Real  Butter  1 
Double  Cream  1 
Essence  of  Rennet  1 
Fersolate  1 
Frucose  Glucose  Lozenges  1 
Gin  2 
Ground  Almonds  1 
Hovis  Loaf  1 
Ice  Cream  1 
Malt  Vinegar  1 


C/fd.  23 


B/fd  23 
Milk  34 
Nut  Paste  1 
Nutrex  Bread  1 
Orange  Squash  1 
Pickled  Beetroot  1 
Pickling  Spice  1 
Piriton  Syrup  1 
Plain  Pudding  Mix  1 
Pork  Sausages  1 
Sauce  1 
Sea  Pearls  1 
Self-raising  Flour  1 
Sponge  Mixture  1 
Steak  Pie  1 
Stout  1 
Sweet  Pickle  1 
Veal,  Ham  and  Egg  Pie  1 
Wheat  Munchies  1 
Whisky  3 
White  Pepper  1 
Zeph  Nasal  Spray  _ 1 

Total  79 


Summary 


Milks 

54 

Drugs 

10 

Spirits 

5 

Other  samples 

^0 
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All  the  samples  listed  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following: - 


Sample  of 

Channel  Islands 
Milk# 


Cooked  Beef 
Steak# 


Analysis 

10 °/o  deficient  in  fat# 


Meat  78%  Stewed  steak 
should  contain  95 °/Q  and 
stewed  steak  with  gravy 
75%.  The  main  label  is 
4  therefore  incorrect. 


Action  taken 

The  producer  was  advised# 
Further  samples  showed 
4.2%  fat  and  5 .7%  fat, 
respectively. 

Old  stock.  Labels  now 
in  use  are  satisfactory# 


Orange  Squash  Soluble  solids  27.0%;  fruit  Makers  notified. 

not  more  than  16%  (low). 

Benzoates  240;  Saccharin 
220  parts  per  million. 

Sulphite  absent. 


OTHER  FOOLS  CONDEMNED 


The  following  is  the  summary  of  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their 
routine  duties  during  the  year:- 

Articles  Condemned  Amount 

lbs.  ozs 


Canned  Meat 
M  Fruit 

"  Milk 

11  Vegetables 

”  Fish 


Soup 

Rice 


Bacon 

Meat 


81 

44 

6 

9 

7 

.1 


14 

10 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northfleet  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1957# 

The  following  tables  give  a  general  review  of  the  work  carried  out 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  436 

Total  number  of  visits  made  2,109 

Informal  Notices  served  115 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  117 

Statutory  Notices  served  37 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  32 

Visits  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  1957s- 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Primary  visits 

236 

Re-visits 

319 

Infectious  Disease  visits 

90 

Filthy  and  verminous  premises 

9 

Water  supply  enquiries 

9 

/Drainage  inspections 

69 

Drainage  tested 

126 

Moveable  dwellings 

21 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Primary  visits 

165 

Re-visits 

75 

Overcrowding  survey 

2 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Visits  to  Food  premises 

151 

Samples  taken:-  Ice  cream 

31 

Water 

38 

Milk 

34 

f 

Sewage 

3 

Foods  condemned  visits 

11 

Factories  Acts,  1937  &  1948  Visits 

29 

Re-visits 

8 

Shops  Acts  Visits  and  Re- 

visits 

146 

Pest  Extermination  visits 

128 

Street  Cleansing 

20 

Depots  and  Yards 

97 

Refuse  Tip 

98 

Sewage  Works 

5 

Refuse  Collection  visits 

15 

Salvage 

8 

Miscellaneous 

113 

Smoke  observations 

2 

Mortuary  inspections 

10 

Public  conveniences 

•5 

Air  pollution 

35 

Animals 

1 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  remedied 
during  the  year:- 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed 
Walls,  brickwork  damp -proofed 
Walls,  internal,  plaster  repaired 
Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired  or  relaid 

Windows,  woodwork  of  frames,  sashes  or  sills  repaired 

pr  renewed 

Sash  lines  provided 
Chimney  flues  repaired 
Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  supply,  pipes  etc  repaired 
Water  closets 

External  structure  repaired 
Internal  structure  repaired 
Flushing  cistern  repaired  or  renewed 

Pedestal  pan  and  traps  repaired  or  renewed 
Hoofs  repaired 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Walls,  external  repaired 
Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid 
Drainage  systems s- 

(i)  Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

(ii)  Drains  cleansed 

(iii)  Gulley  traps  repaired  or  renewed 
Dustbins  provided 
Fences  repaired  or  renewed 
Smoke  nuisances 

Verminous  and  filthy  rooms  disinfected  and  cleansed 

INFECTION  AND  DISINFECTION 


The  Northfleet  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Strood  Rural 
District  Council  and  Swanscombe  Urban  District  Council  whereby  facilities 
for  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  are  provided  by  the  Northfleet 
Council,  on  a  rechargeable  basis.  Infected  articles  are  treated  at  the 
steam-disinfection  station  at  Brookvale  Depot,  Northfleet,  and  the 
premises  are  sprayed  with  formalin  solution  and  formaldehyde  gas. 

Transport  is  provided  by  Northfleet. 

During  the  year  90  visits  were  made  investigating  oases  of  infectious 
disease  and  supervising  the  work  of  disinfecting.  After  such  disinfection 

it  is  emphasised  to  the  householders  that  their  premises  should  be  thoroughly 
cleansed. 


Northfleet  Swanscombe  Strood 


23  -  11 

7  2  3 

l  3  1 


7 

48 

11 

13 

1 

6 

34 

15 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
1 

33 

7 

10 

1 

1 

11 

4 
3 

18 

1 

1 

3 


Scarlet  Fever 

Tuberculosis 

Poliomyelitis 
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INFESTATION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Eight  premises  were  treated  for  bed  bugs  by  spraying  with  a  liquid 
insecticide  followed  by  fumigation  with  sulphur  candles.  Bedding  and 
clothing  also,  where  necessary,  being  treated  at  the  Brookvale  Depot. 

BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  still  four  bakehouses  operating  within  the  district. 
These  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS .1955 

During  the  year  221  visits  were  paid  to  the  food  premises,  and  on 
the  whole  there  was  a  marked  improvement  throughout  the  area. 

RATS  AND  MICE 


A  scheme  of  pest  control  operated  on  lines  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  now  in  operation  in  the  district.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  outs- 


Premises  inspected  during  the  year  699 
Premises  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  51 
Premises  found  to  be  infested  with  mice  8 
Premises  treated  by  Local  Authority  99 


DRAIN  TESTING 

In  addition  to  existing  drainage  all  new  drainage  works  are 
inspected  and  tested  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  During  the  year 
69  inspections  were  made  and  on  126  occasions  tests  of  the  various 
systems  were  carried  out. 


~  FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 

The  following  list  shows  details  of  factories  inspected  during  the 
year  1 957 s  — 

Inspections: 


Premises 


Number  Number 

on  Inspections  of  Prose- 

Register  Notices  cutione 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3>  4  and  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities  6  6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  to  which  Sec.  ^  applies  33  33 


Total 


33. 


HOUSING 


During1  the  year  4  Clearance  Orders,  comprising  42  dwelling 
houses  were  submitted.  One  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  submitted, 
4  of  the  houses  being  classified  as  "Unfit  for  Human  Habitation,"  and 

one  house,  which  previously  had  been  closed,  as  an  "Individual  Unfit 
Dwelling. " 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  LEPARTMENT 

Luring  the  year  tyy060  tons  (estimated)  of  refuse  were  collected 
and  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping. 

NEW  TIPPING  SITE 

The  new  tipping  site  -  Vale  Road  pit  -  was  commenced  during  the 
year  (August) ,  after  a  considerable  amount  of  excavation  for  improved 
road  site,  etc.,  and  filling  for  a  ramp  down  to  the  base.  Messrs. 
Bowaters  have  also  come  into  the  scheme  and  are  tipping  flue  dust  from 
their  new  power  station. 

Apart  from  difficulties  in  providing  firm  roadways,  the  work  is 
proceeding  quite  satisfactorily. 

CESSPOOL  AND  GULLEY  EMPTYING. 

Luring  the  year  279  cesspools  were  emptied*  The  cesspool  emptying 
vehicle  is  also  used  for  emptying  and  cleansing  surface  water  gulleys  on 
the  highways,  and  storm-well  soakaways. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.S.  COWPLAND, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 


34. 


